
Menzel embraces return to private 
practice after distinguished FBI career
An unspoken call to service kept Alex Menzel from a lifelong career in 
private practice. The inescapable necessity to devote more time to 
family brought him back to the legal profession.

After more than two decorated decades with the FBI, Menzel found the 
ideal place to resume an interrupted stint as an attorney. He recently 
joined Graves Garrett Greim (GGG) in an effort to stay closer to home 
and his wife and three daughters.

“9/11 happened while I was in law school, and like many people at that 
time, I felt the need to serve my country and wanted to find a good 
way to do that,” Menzel recently reflected.

Menzel’s journey to this point involved international detours and gaining 
a unique perspective on what truly matters. He spent 21 years in the 
FBI serving stints as Associate Division Counsel (2013-2015), supervisor of 
both the International Terrorism (2015-2016) and Transnational Organized 
Crime (2016-2021) squads for the Kansas City Field Office, and as a 
special assistant to the U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Missouri.
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GGG CLIENTS WIN 
SCOTUS VICTORY IN 
CALLAIS V. LOUISIANA
On May 6, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled 6-3 that the Voting Rights 
Act, as applied by U.S. courts since 
the 1980s, can no longer justify 
racial gerrymanders of U.S. citizens. 
This was billed 
as one of the 
most significant 
election decisions 
in decades.

The Court affirmed 
the prior ruling of a 
three-judge panel 
from a district 
court in Louisiana. 
That panel 
had found that Louisiana racially 
stereotyped voters, including Philip 
Callais and other Graves Garrett 
Greim (GGG) clients, by drawing a 
bizarrely shaped racial gerrymander 
within a congressional district map. 
It also held that the Voting Rights Act 
did not excuse the state’s conduct. 

GGG tried the case with partner 
Eddie Greim twice giving oral 
arguments to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The SCOTUS decision 
received extensive media coverage 
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The University of Missouri Board of Curators recently 
reelected Todd Graves to serve as chair for a 
second one-year term, effective Jan. 1, 2026. 
Appointed to the board in 2021, Graves continues 
an accomplished six-year term as the sixth 
congressional representative on a nine-member 
board “signaling continuity after a landmark year for 
the UM System,” according to a news release.

The Board of Curators serves as the governing body 
of the University of Missouri System, which includes 
the University of Missouri-Columbia, the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City, Missouri University of Science 
and Technology and the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis. Graves served as vice chair in 2024 before 
earning election to chair, a role he has held since 
January 1, 2025.

“I am honored to have the confidence of my fellow 
curators to lead the board for another year,” Graves 
said in a release. “I will work with them to continue 
building on the successes of the past so that the UM 
System continues to provide world-class education, 

cutting-edge research and 
economic opportunity for the 
people of our great state.”

The UM System also recently 
announced a record 
fundraising year in the fiscal 
period of 2025 under Graves’ 
leadership, in addition to other 
important milestones, which 
include the procurement of 
$50 million in state funding for NextGen MURR and 
approval of a new plan to construct the Energy 
Innovation Center to provide a state-of-the-art 
facility in which researchers will discover new 
methods of energy production.

Graves earned his bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
economics, summa cum laude, from the University 
of Missouri in 1988. Four generations of his family, 
including his great-grandfather, father and all 
four of his children, in addition to his wife, have 
graduated from the school as well. n

GRAVES REELECTED TO 2ND TERM AS CHAIR OF  
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI BOARD OF CURATORS

Todd Graves

Graves Garrett Greim (GGG) is pleased to share the 
firm’s inclusion on Missouri Lawyers Media’s Top Law 
Firms 2025 list as the Top Government and Public Law 
Practice. This distinguishes GGG as the leader in these 
practice areas among all firms in Missouri and the 
surrounding metro areas in Kansas City and St. Louis.

Missouri Lawyers Media’s Top Law Firms list blends 
attributes of the publication’s monthly POWER Lists and 
annual rankings of finances and headcount in MOney 
and The Firms. Categories range from objectively 
measurable criteria to subjective impressions that  
are informed by their editorial staff’s experience  
and knowledge.

In a recently published profile of GGG’s work in 
government and public law, Missouri Lawyers Media 
cited partner Todd Graves’ role as chair of the University 
of Missouri System’s Board of Curators and partner Eddie 
Greim’s recent appearances before the U.S. Supreme 
Court giving oral arguments on a consequential matter 
related to gerrymandering in drawing voting districts.

“Graves Garrett Greim brings a deep well of experience, 
expertise and influence to the growing field of political 
and election-related speech,” the profile reads in part. n

Missouri Lawyers Media 
honors GGG’s government, 
public law work practices 
in top firms of 2025 list

PINEAU JOINS FIRM,  
BOLSTERS LITIGATION PRACTICE
Graves Garrett Greim LLC (GGG) is pleased to 
announce Sarah Pineau has joined the firm as an 
associate attorney.

Pineau is an experienced litigator who focuses 
on complex disputes in legal venues across the 
country with an emphasis on constitutional law 
and discrimination claims. She brings substantial 
experience navigating the evolving landscape  
of anti-discrimination law, including advising  
clients on compliance with federal and state 
regulatory frameworks.

Previously, Pineau completed a two-year federal 
district court clerkship and practiced at a global  
law firm that is consistently ranked among the  
Top 20 of the Am Law 100. She also interned for a 
federal court of appeals judge and a United States 
Attorney’s Office.

“Sarah brings substantial litigation experience that  
will benefit our firm’s expanding ability to serve a  
wide variety of clients,” GGG partner Todd Graves 
said. “We look forward to incorporating her skillset 
into the work we do.”

Pineau earned her Juris Doctor from the University 
of Virginia School of Law, where she served on 
the boards of the Federalist Society and the Law 
Christian Fellowship. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
political science from Baylor University. n



In retrospect, Menzel counts time spent abroad serving as Acting Assistant Legal 
Attaché in Morocco, Ethiopia, Senegal, and Guatemala as some of the most 
meaningful experiences. He even earned certification as an Instrument Rated 
Commercial Pilot as part of his duties.

However, Menzel’s intended professional pursuits have varied between game warden, 
park ranger, professor of biology or ecology, and corporate environmental lawyer. 
The tragic events of September 11, 2001, while Menzel was in law school, changed 
his perspective. He went on to earn his doctorate from West Viriginia University while 
graduating No. 1 in his class from the school’s College of Law in 2003.

Menzel then spent time as a judicial clerk for the Hon. Robert King in the U.S. Court  
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit before working for a year as a corporate attorney 
at Alston & Bird back in his home state of Georgia. All of this contributed to the 
plan of joining the FBI.

“I applied to the FBI even then while in law school and the way I ended up being 
hired was because of the fact I had the law degree,” Menzel said. “I based my 
application on my upcoming law degree, but the FBI likes to see a few years of 
actual practical work experience.”

Menzel’s daughters were born at different stops along the way – Emma in Morgantown, 
West Virginia; Ella in Atlanta; and Eva in Overland Park, Kansas. The family eventually 
settled in the Kansas City metro for Menzel’s work at the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Missouri, which facilitated interactions with GGG partners Nathan 
Garrett and Todd Graves, and those professional relationships made a difference 
when the time came to retire from the FBI.

“By this point in my life, I realized I could be happy doing just about anything,” Menzel 
said. “It doesn’t really matter to me what I do in the future. I just want to work with the 
kind of people I like and the kind of people I think will like me. Having known Nathan 
and Todd and others here, we have those kind of people at Graves Garrett Greim.”

Since joining GGG, Menzel’s work includes environmental matters, but that synergy 
represents an extra benefit, not an intentional thought on joining the firm. He 
grew up in Georgia with a passion for the outdoors that carried into his original 
educational and professional interests.

Menzel originally thought about work as a Georgia or U.S. Park Ranger but he 
didn’t have the law enforcement background. Instead, his mother helped push 
him toward an undergraduate degree in forest resources and a master’s in wildlife 
biology from the University of Georgia, where he met his future wife and started 
the unique path that eventually led him to GGG.

 The couple then went to West Virginia University together, and in addition to the law 
degree, Menzel earned his doctorate in forest resource science. However, his drive for 
service to the United States put a temporary but lengthy hold on his legal career.

“My goal was always to serve to the point where I felt like I had done my duty in 
service to my country,” Menzel said. “But working in the public sector puts a lot of 
stress and strain on your family. You’re usually not making the same salary as you 
would in private practice, and I spent a lot of time traveling. It was time for me to 
spend more of my time at home and providing for my family.”

Menzel certainly never shied away from travel or new experiences, but he always 
sought fulfillment. The FBI stint brings him a sense of pride, but the time was right to 
find the stability GGG offers moving forward.

“I never got terribly far away from the practice of law, and I’ve always enjoyed it,” 
Menzel said. “I never so much wanted to be away from the practice of law. I just 
wanted to engage in public service, and I have no regrets. For me to feel like I served, 
I had to make more than a four- or six-year commitment. I think I did my duty.” n

Alex Menzel
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including articles with The 
Guardian, Reuters, Law360 
and more. 

“Voters today won a 
restoration of their right to 
be treated equally and with 
dignity as individual citizens,” 
Greim told Law360. “That 
was the promise of our new 
country, of our Constitution, 
and of the 14th and 15th 
amendments.”

SCOTUS took jurisdiction 
of the case in 2024 and 
in March 2025 heard oral 
argument from Greim in 
defense of his clients’ win 
at trial. Opposing Greim 
and supporting the racial 
gerrymander were a group 
of voters represented by the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund, 
and the state of Louisiana. 

The Court sharply questioned 
Louisiana and the NAACP.

Two months later on the 
last day of the term, in an 
extremely rare move, the 
Court ordered re-briefing and 
re-argument of the case to 
reach a major constitutional 
question that has divided 
courts for decades: whether 
the Voting Rights Act, 
originally meant to remedy 
racial voting injuries, can be 
used by states to justify racial 
gerrymanders. For GGG’s 
clients, Greim answered, 
“no.” Greim presented his 
second oral argument in 
October 2025, and the 
state of Louisiana switched 
positions to support Callais 
and his fellow voters. 

The consolidated cases are 
Louisiana v. Callais et al., and 
Robinson et al. v. Callais et al. 
In addition to Greim, the trial 
and appellate team included 
redistricting litigator Paul Hurd 
of Monroe, Louisiana, and 
GGG partner Matt Mueller 
and associate Katie Mitra. n



1100 Main Street, Suite 2700
Kansas City, MO 64105

Graves Garrett Greim LLC (GGG) is 
pleased to announce Matt Mueller 
has been promoted to partner, 
effective March 1, 2026.

Mueller joined GGG as an associate 
in 2017 and now serves as a key asset 
in high-profile matters for the firm’s 
nationwide political, free speech, 
and election law practices, with a 
specific focus on contentious and 
consequential litigation. His practice includes both 
representing clients in proactively and strategically 
challenging government action and responding to 
investigations and litigation initiated by the government.

Mueller has extensive experience in litigating First 
Amendment and other constitutional rights.

In addition to his litigation practice, Mueller is part of 
the firm’s team that serves as outside general counsel 
to a number of groups, including a preeminent policy 
think tank, a Missouri-based trade organization, many 
state and federal political action committees, and 
several 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) nonprofit organizations. 

For the last several years, he has also helped organize 
and lead GGG’s Summer Associate Program.

“Matt continually proves himself as indispensable 
to the work Graves Garrett Greim does on behalf of 
clients across the country,” GGG partner Eddie Greim 
said. “We have always been impressed with his ability 
to assess complicated legal questions and contribute 
to successful outcomes in unique practice areas that 
help set our firm apart from others. This well-deserved 
promotion affirms his central role in winning our 
biggest cases.”

Since 2023, Mueller has earned distinction in Missouri 
& Kansas Super Lawyers Rising Stars and Best Lawyers 
in America’s “Ones to Watch” with recognition in the 
areas of Government Relations Practice, Appellate 
Practice, and Regulatory Law. Missouri Lawyers 
Weekly named him an Up & Coming Lawyer honoree 
in 2021.

Mueller graduated from Truman State University, where 
he was named the Outstanding Undergraduate in 
Justice Systems. He later earned his law degree from 
the University of Missouri School of Law. n

Matthew Mueller

Graves Garrett Greim adds  
Mueller to firm’s partnership


